6 Unmissable Things to Do in
Placencia for a Perfect Getaway

In 2024, Belize saw a 21% increase in overnight visitors, according to the Belize Tourism
Board. Placencia appeals to a good portion of these visitors with its beautiful shores,
lively cultural scene, and tranquil charm. The village's palm-lined shores, colorful
buildings, and clear blue waters create a picture-perfect setting. Its natural beauty and
friendly vibe make it a top choice for those seeking both relaxation and adventure.

There are plenty of things to do in Placencia, from snorkeling vibrant coral reefs to
exploring local markets and tasting fresh seafood. Whether you want to unwind on the
beach or dive into local culture, Placencia has something for you. Keep reading to
discover six unmissable activities that will make your getaway quite memorable.

1. Discover Placencia Village

Placencia village is the heart of local life and a highlight of any Placencia vacation. It has
colorful wooden houses, small shops, and beach bars.

Exploring the village is one of the most authentic things to do in Placencia. You'll find
friendly locals selling handmade crafts, fresh fruit, and Belizean snacks. Try local dishes
like fry jacks or fresh-caught seafood at family-run restaurants.

The village is also home to art galleries and live music venues, where you can experience
Belize's culture up close. Festivals and events often fill the calendar, giving you a chance
to join in Garifuna drumming or sample local rum. The relaxed, friendly atmosphere of

the village invites you to take your time and soak in each experience.

2. Relax on Placencia's Beaches

Placencia's beaches stretch for miles, lined with palm trees and soft, white sand. The
shoreline is vast and clean, with gentle waves and few crowds. The sand stays cool
underfoot, even in the midday sun, and the breeze keeps the air fresh.
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The water is clear and warm, making it perfect for swimming. Vendors offer fresh fruit
and cold drinks right on the sand so you can stay refreshed without leaving your spot.

Placencia's beaches are easy to access from most hotels and guesthouses, making
them a central part of any Placencia vacation. You'll find plenty of beach activities in
Placencia that go beyond just relaxing. Here's what you can do:

e Swim in calm, shallow water

¢ Rent a paddleboard or kayak

e Walk the beach at sunrise for quiet views

3. Explore Ancient Maya Temples

The UN Refugee Agency notes that Belize was once home to more than a million Maya
people at the height of their civilization. From Placencia, you can easily reach several
of the country's most impressive ancient Maya ruins. These sites are key Belize
cultural attractions, offering a direct link to the region's ancient history.

Some of the Maya temples you can explore are:
e Nim Li Punit

e Lubaantun

e Xunantunich

Nim Li Punit stands out for its tall stone monuments called stelae. They portray Maya
rulers in ceremonial dress, giving a glimpse into ancient leadership and rituals.

Lubaantun's stone structures have no mortar at all. The stones were made to fit together
so precisely that they have stayed in place for centuries. El Castillo stands as the main
attraction at Xunantunich ruins, covered in intricate carvings and surrounded by dense

jungle.

4. Go Fishing with Local Guides

Fishing in the Southern Belize city is a must for anyone looking for a fresh catch and
scenic coastal waters. Among the top things to do in Placencia, fishing stands out for
its variety, offering both saltwater and freshwater options.
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Local guides know the best places to catch tarpon, snapper, barracuda, and bonefish.
Fishing is a way to connect with the local culture. Many guides are lifelong fishermen
who share stories and tips as you explore the waters. Sport fishing supports many
families in the area and brings anglers from around the world.

No matter your skill level, fishing in the waters around Placencia offers a satisfying
experience. The scenery is stunning, and the thrill of the catch is hard to beat. Every trip
offers a new challenge and a chance to bring home a great story.

5. Snorkel the Belize Barrier Reef

Snorkeling is a top adventure in southern Belize, and Placencia is the perfect place for it.

The Belize Barrier Reef, the second-largest in the world, is just a short boat ride away.
Here, you'll find crystal-clear water, colorful coral gardens, and schools of tropical fish.

Guided tours take you to top spots like Silk Caye and Laughing Bird Caye, where
you can swim alongside sea turtles, rays, and even nurse sharks. Reef excursions
are often recommended in any Placencia travel guide for their unforgettable marine
encounters.

Snorkeling trips usually include all gear and a knowledgeable guide who points out
marine life and explains the reef's ecosystem. Even beginners can enjoy this underwater
world, making it accessible for all ages. You'll get a mix of excitement and learning with
every snorkeling trip.

6. Take a Day Trip to Laughing Bird Caye National
Park

A short boat ride from Placencia brings you to Laughing Bird Caye National Park. It's a
small island surrounded by turquoise water and vibrant coral reefs. The park is a top spot
for spotting colorful fish, rays, and sometimes sea turtles gliding through the clear water.

The island is a favorite spot for anyone interested in bird watching. You can see pelicans,
frigatebirds, herons, and other coastal birds nesting or flying overhead. White sand and
shady palm trees make it perfect for a picnic or a quiet break from the sun.

Guided tours often include time to explore the island’s trails and learn about the local
ecosystem. A visit here is a true adventure in southern Belize and a chance to enjoy the
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region’s natural beauty.

Experience the Top Things to Do in Placencia: Your
Ultimate Getaway Awaits

Placencia combines beautiful beaches, Maya ruins, village charm, snorkeling, fishing,
and national parks. Every activity brings you closer to the real Belize, making your
Placencia vacation truly special. Whether you want to unwind or seek adventure, you'll
find plenty of things to do in Placencia.

Julian's Ground Transfers and Tours makes exploring Placencia easy with shuttle
service and guided day trips. Our drivers and guides are proud native Belizeans
who share local stories and history you won't find anywhere else. Contact us to
book your Placencia adventure today.
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