
Create Perfect Outdoor Living
Spaces in Ankeny

To design the ideal outdoor living spaces in Ankeny, include weather-resistant

furniture, shade and shelter, and outdoor lighting. In addition, blend landscaping with

hardscaping and set aside zones for dining, relaxing, and entertaining.

You step outside on a warm evening, hoping to enjoy dinner in the fresh air, but the sun

is too strong and there’s no shade. A few days later, you try again, and the cool night air

drives you back inside. Without the right design, your outdoor space never feels as

welcoming as it should.

Outdoor design goes beyond placing a few chairs on the patio. Keep reading to learn

practical tips that make your space comfortable for daily use and durable through the

seasons.

What Are the Benefits of Outdoor Living?
Outdoor living gives you more space to relax, share meals, and spend time with the

people you care about. You enjoy fresh air and sunlight without leaving home.

Well-planned garden living areas also add function and beauty to your property. They

improve your health through time outside and make your home feel larger by connecting

indoor and outdoor life.

Does Outdoor Living Space Add Value?
Outdoor living space boosts property value because it expands how people use the

home. A patio, deck, or shaded seating area makes the property more useful and

attractive for daily life.

Buyers often look for features that improve comfort and function, such as:

Covered patios or pergolas

https://www.elkrivercontracting.com/general/kitchen-design-trends-were-seeing-in-2025/


Outdoor kitchens or dining areas

Fire pits oo seating zones

Well-planned outdoor living spaces in Ankeny highlight lifestyle and give your home a

stronger position in the market.

What Is Better, a Balcony or a Terrace?
A balcony works well in smaller homes or apartments because it gives you private

outdoor access without taking up extra land. It offers space for fresh air, light, and a

small seating area.

A terrace provides more room and flexibility for gatherings, meals, or gardens. If you

want room to bring outdoor entertainment ideas to life, a terrace gives you more

freedom to shape the area.

Designing Outdoor Spaces That Truly Work
Outdoor living spaces in Ankeny feel complete when they balance comfort, function,

and style. You can achieve this by focusing on the following:

Choose Weather-Resistant Furniture
Teak, aluminum, and resin wicker hold up well against rain, heat, and cold, making

them strong choices for outdoor seating. To keep these materials in good condition, you

should prevent mold and mildew by following these simple steps:

Wipe surfaces with mild soap and water

Store cushions in a dry place

Let items air out after cleaning

Just as commercial remodeling in Des Moines depends on durable materials, your

outdoor space benefits from furniture built to last through changing weather.

Incorporate Shade and Shelter
Effective outdoor patio designs include shade so you can enjoy the space in every

season. Pergolas, umbrellas, or awnings block harsh sun and keep seating areas

comfortable.

https://www.hgtv.com/outdoors/outdoor-spaces/fire-pits-and-fireplaces/fire-pit-maintenance-tips
https://www.mydomaine.com/how-to-maximize-your-small-balcony-space-4692807
https://www.elkrivercontracting.com/general/cabinet-trends-to-watch-in-2025/


If you’re planning a home remodeling in Ankeny, think about adding shelter outdoors. It

protects furniture from rain, fading and creates a more private and inviting setting.

Blend Landscaping with Hardscaping
Outdoor spaces feel balanced when plants and natural stone work together. Paths,

patios, and raised beds bring order while greenery softens the edges and adds life.

You can try simple Ankeny landscaping ideas, such as:

Pairing stone walkways with native plants

Using pavers around garden beds

Adding a fire pit beside shrubs or trees

Add Outdoor Lighting for Ambiance
Lighting lets you enjoy your yard after sunset and makes every corner feel safe. Path

lights guide movement, while string lights and lanterns create warmth for gatherings.

Outdoor lighting should be part of your home remodeling in West Des Moines. It

highlights the best features of your yard.

Create Zones for Different Activities
Break your yard into sections so each one serves a purpose. A dining table works best

near the kitchen, while a fire pit or lounge fits in a quieter spot.

During backyard renovations, use clear boundaries like low walls, planters, or

different flooring materials. These markers separate spaces and make each zone easy

to use.

Frequently Asked Questions

How Long Does Outdoor Furniture Last?
Outdoor furniture can last for decades when you choose quality materials and care for it

properly. Strong frames and weather-resistant fabrics hold up well through changing

seasons.

You extend the life of your setup by cleaning surfaces, keeping cushions dry, and using

covers during harsh weather. Simple habits protect your investment and keep it looking

https://www.iowadnr.gov/news-release/2015-05-12/7-native-easy-care-plants-your-yard
https://www.elkrivercontracting.com/general/5-exciting-home-remodeling-ideas-in-des-moines/


good.

Which Plant Is Best for All Seasons?
Evergreen plants are best for all seasons outdoors because they keep their color and

form year-round. They give structure to your garden even in winter.

You can mix evergreens with seasonal flowers for variety and balance. This way, you

always have a backdrop of green while enjoying bursts of color in different months.

How Do I Design a Beautiful Balcony Garden?
Select plants that grow well in containers and give variety in height, color, and texture.

Use railing planters, vertical stands, and hanging baskets to make the most of limited

space.

Include a chair or small bench so you can enjoy the view. A balanced mix of greenery and

seating turns the balcony into a personal retreat.

What Flowers Are Good for Landscaping?
Perennials like daylilies and coneflowers keep returning each year, giving your yard

lasting color. Annuals such as marigolds and petunias bring bold blooms for a single

season and let you change the look often.

You create balance by mixing flowers with shrubs for height and structure. Adding native

varieties also supports bees and butterflies, turning your yard into a lively and healthy

space.

Designing Outdoor Living Spaces in Ankeny
The right design choices make outdoor living spaces in Ankeny both practical and

inviting. Durable furniture, shade, lighting, and thoughtful landscaping bring comfort and

function. Clear activity zones help you enjoy meals, relax, and entertain without hassle.

At Elk River Contracting, we started in 2022 with a clear goal of making remodeling

straightforward and client-centered. Our team of certified professionals takes pride in

staying fully committed to every project. Contact us to create outdoor spaces that bring

lasting value and comfort to your home.

https://www.elkrivercontracting.com/contact-us/

