
Navigating Your Divorce Case
Successfully

Navigating a divorce case requires knowing your rights, staying organized, and making

decisions with a clear head. Instead of reacting to every problem, think ahead and shape

a plan that protects your future. When the process feels too complex, turning to an

expert will save you from costly mistakes.

According to the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, which followed people born

between 1957 and 1964, 40% had experienced divorce by age 55. Divorce is common,

but many people still feel lost when facing it.

You can avoid confusion by preparing early and taking control of the process. Keep

reading to learn practical strategies that make your divorce easier to manage.

Protect Your Finances
Your financial choices during a divorce shape the life you build afterward. Start by

collecting records of income, savings, investments, and debts so you have a full

picture of your situation. You also need to disclose these details during the process, so

having everything ready saves time and stress.

Think about how you will handle money day to day. Opening an account in your own

name gives you control over expenses and helps you plan.

If you have shared credit cards, consider freezing the account to prevent new charges. A

divorce attorney with strong family law expertise can help you manage these steps with

confidence.

Stay Organized
During divorce proceedings, you deal with a lot of paperwork, and losing track can

create problems. Keep everything in one place so you can find what you need quickly. A

simple folder or digital file system works well if you stay consistent.

https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2024/article/patterns-of-marriage-and-divorce-from-ages-15-to-55-evidence-from-the-nlsy79.htm
https://jmblattner.com/practice-areas/divorce/


Important records to gather include:

Bank statements

Tax returns

Pay stubs

Property deeds

Loan documents

When you have these ready, you save time and reduce stress. Courts and lawyers expect

accurate information, and staying organized gives you an advantage. You remain in

control instead of scrambling for details at the last minute.

Know Your Rights
Understanding your rights in a divorce case gives you control over the outcome. In

Maryland, property gets divided under "equitable distribution," which means the

court aims for fairness, not a strict 50-50 split. You need to know how the law views

assets so you can prepare clear financial records and protect what matters to you.

Maryland courts decide child custody based on the best interests of the child. Courts

look at stability, living arrangements, and each parent's ability to provide care. By

learning these standards, you can shape your case with stronger evidence and realistic

expectations.

Communicate Carefully
How you speak with the other parent during a divorce shapes the entire process. A calm,

steady tone keeps conversations from turning into arguments. If one-on-one

conversations feel tense, you can use a parenting app so you have a clear record of what

got said.

Strong communication also means setting boundaries. Decide when and how you will

respond, and keep a record of your exchanges. Useful tools include:

Email for important updates

Shared calendars for schedules

Text messages for quick check-ins

https://www.peoples-law.org/marital-and-non-marital-property-maryland


Among the most useful legal separation tips is knowing when to seek help. If talks

become heated, let your divorce lawyer handle the back-and-forth.

Set Clear Goals
A clear plan helps you stay focused during a divorce. Without goals, you risk spending

energy on fights that do not serve your future. Think about what matters most for your

children, your finances, and your peace of mind.

In Maryland, many families use divorce mediation to settle issues outside of court.

Mediation works best when you know your priorities. Before you begin, write down what

you want to achieve in areas such as:

Custody schedules

Division of property

Financial support

What Do I Need to Bring With Me to File for
Divorce?
When starting a divorce case in Maryland, bring your marriage certificate, financial

records, and any agreements you and your spouse signed. These include prenuptial,

postnuptial, or settlement agreements.

If your spouse filed first, bring the court papers you received. Your lawyer will review

these documents, decide what must be filed with the court, and use the rest to prepare

your case.

If you are the one filing, your divorce attorney will help you prepare the required forms.

These include the Complaint for Absolute Divorce and the Civil Domestic Information

Report. Other documents may be needed, such as:

Marital Settlement Agreement

Parenting plan or property agreement

Financial Statement if requesting alimony

https://jmblattner.com/7-common-mistakes-to-avoid-with-a-divorce-in-maryland/
https://www.mdcourts.gov/legalhelp/family/divorce


Should I Get a Lawyer Before Filing for Divorce?
Meeting with a divorce lawyer before filing helps you understand the law, divorce

process, and avoid mistakes. A lawyer can explain what forms you need, property

division, and what financial disclosures you must make. You also get guidance on

timelines so you know what to expect.

For families with children, legal help becomes even more important. A lawyer can give

you clear child custody advice, explain how Maryland courts view parenting plans, and

help you prepare documents that support your position. Having counsel early means you

file correctly, protect your rights, and move forward with fewer surprises.

How Can I Divorce if I Can't Afford One?
Paying for a divorce case can feel overwhelming, but Maryland offers options if money

is tight. You can ask the court for a fee waiver, which removes filing costs if you meet

income requirements. Mediation is another way to reduce expenses since it helps both

sides reach agreements outside of court.

You should also speak with a divorce lawyer about your situation. Many people are

surprised to learn that some costs can be managed differently once they understand the

process. Having the right guidance early helps you move forward without unnecessary

financial strain.

What's the Fastest a Divorce Can Be Finalized?
In Maryland, the quickest path is an uncontested divorce. If you and your spouse

agree on property, finances, and custody, the court can finalize the case in a few

months. You must file the right forms and attach a signed settlement agreement.

A contested divorce takes longer because of disputes that require extra hearings and

negotiations. The timeline depends on several factors, including:

Disagreements over property division

Conflicts about alimony or support

Complex financial records that need review

https://crckids.org/legal-resources/family-law-overview/maryland-law/
https://jmblattner.com/primary-physical-custody-explained-key-details-you-shouldnt-miss/


When custody disputes are involved, a lawyer can help you prepare documents and

arguments that strengthen your case.

Frequently Asked Questions

What Is the Largest Cause of Divorce?
Divorce often happens for more than one reason, but the most common issues include

money problems, poor communication, and infidelity. Financial stress can create

constant tension, while a breakdown in communication makes it harder to solve everyday

challenges. Infidelity adds another layer of conflict that many couples cannot repair.

For families with children, these problems can feel even heavier. Disagreements about

parenting, schedules, or household responsibilities often add to the strain. By

understanding the most frequent causes, you can see how small conflicts build into

larger ones and why many couples choose to end their marriage.

What Is the First Step When You Decide to Divorce?
The first step when you decide to divorce is to meet with a divorce lawyer to understand

the options available to you. Every case is different, and the path forward depends on

whether your situation is uncontested or involves disputes over custody, property, or

support. A lawyer helps you see which approach fits your circumstances.

You should also begin collecting financial records, tax returns, and your marriage

certificate. If children are involved, prepare school and medical records. Taking these

steps early gives your lawyer the information needed to guide you and helps you start

the process with clarity.

Can You Get a Divorce Without Going to Court?
You can get a divorce without going to court if your case is uncontested. In Maryland,

this means you and your spouse agree on custody, property, and financial support, and

you file the required settlement documents. The judge reviews the paperwork, and the

divorce can be granted without a trial.

Mediation is another way to avoid lengthy hearings. By working out agreements in

advance, you reduce conflict and keep control over the outcome. A divorce lawyer can

prepare the forms, ensure accuracy, and guide you through the process so the case

moves forward smoothly.

https://jmblattner.com/maryland-is-updating-the-ways-courts-decide-custody-this-fall-heres-what-parents-need-to-know/


What Is the Most Common Divorce Settlement?
The most common divorce settlement in Maryland follows equitable distribution, which

means the court divides property fairly but not always equally. Judges review the length

of the marriage, each spouse's income, and contributions to the family before deciding

how to split assets. They consider homes, retirement accounts, and investments when

making these decisions.

Many couples create a marital settlement agreement and submit it to the court. By

reaching terms together, you keep control over how property and support are divided.

Taking Control of Your Divorce Case
A successful divorce case depends on preparation, clear priorities, and steady

communication. Staying organized, knowing your rights, and protecting your finances

also help you stay in control during a difficult time. With the right approach, you can

reduce stress and move forward with confidence.

At Blattner Family Law, we use our SIR Method, Strategy, Implementation, and

Resolution, to guide families through divorce with structure and purpose. Our

approach combines careful planning with compassion, giving you clarity when

everything feels uncertain. Call us now to secure your future and protect what matters

most today.

https://jmblattner.com/contact-blattner-family-law-group/

